Newport 100 years ago.

Peter Mullowney

The 1911 Census was carried out in Newport on the 7th April 1911. This gives a very good picture of what Newport was like 100 years ago. There were a total of 540 people living in the town in Barrackhill, Carrowbaun, Castlebar Street, Chapel Street, Church Lane, Georges Street, Knockaveely Glebe, Main Street, Medlicott Street, Newbridge Street, Newport and Sandymount. 

The oldest person living in the town was Secily McGovern who was aged 88 and lived at 23 Main Street. She was a Roman Catholic widow who could read and write and spoke Irish and English. Her occupation was given as Shoe Maker and Postman. Living with her was her son Dominick, who was also listed as a Shoe Maker and Postman. Dominick was a widower and his two sons Dominick Timothy and Patrick also lived in the house. There were several children whose age was not given in the Census and they were probably less than one year of age. 

Of the 540 people living in the town, 198 were aged 18 or younger. Of the seventy-eight between the ages of twelve and eighteen, thirty-eight were listed as scholars. Occupations of the other forty included, Apprentice Carpenter, Apprentice to Baker, Carpenter, Cashier, Cook Domestic Servant, Domestic Servant, Farmer, Farmer's Daughter , General Servant, Labourer, Millener, Nurse, Nurse Domestic Servant, Officer's Servant and Post Office Assistant. 

There were three National Schools in Newport, Newport National School (No 2 ordinary) in Sandymount, Newport National School (ordinary) in Medlicott Street and St Josephs Female National School (ordinary) in Chapel Street. Nine of the 106 scholars were either Church of Ireland or Protestant and would have attended Newport National School (No 2 ordinary). Of these nine only two were born in County Mayo, the two sons of Reverend Burton Trimnell Turney of Knockaveely Glebe. The parents of the other pupils in the school were the Railway Stationmaster, a Teacher in the school and a widow who did not give an occupation. 

Of those scholars that were Roman Catholic, there were five under the age of four and sixteen over the age of fourteen. Some of these may have been transcription errors by the enumerators. There was one twenty-three year old scholar Hubert Dever, who lived with his father Hugh, who gave his profession as merchant, at 10 Main Street. There were 28 boys from the town of Newport that attended Newport National School (ordinary) but there were probably several other boys that attended this school from outside the town. All but two of the boys could read and write, one boy aged four could read but not write and a six-year-old boy could neither read nor write. Eleven of the boys could speak Irish and English.

There were 40 girls from the town of Newport that attended St Josephs Female National School (ordinary) but there were probably several others that attended this school from outside the town. All but eight of the girls could read and write, four girls could read but not write and another four could neither read nor write. Ten of the girls could speak Irish and English. Teachers living in the town were Bridget Agnes Mc Gee, Mary Casey, Nora Kate Cusack, Martin Darey Kelly, Mary Berry, Bridget Burke, Bridget M Mc Nulty, Lizzie Kate Gray, Margaret M FitzPatrick and Susan Hopson

There were one hundred and three women with children in the town. Families were bigger than they are now. There were thirty-nine families with more than six children and thirteen had more than ten. Infant mortality was also much higher than it is at present with only four hundred and forty one of the five hundred and eighty seven children born being alive at the time of the census. 

One hundred and twenty two of the inhabitants of Newport in 1911 had been born outside County Mayo in America, England, City of Dublin and Counties Cavan, Clare, Derry, Dublin, Fermanagh, Galway, Kerry, Kildare, Kilkenny, Leitrim, Limerick, Longford, Louth, Meath, Roscommon, Sligo, Tipperary, Tyrone, West Meath, Wexford, Wicklow, Kings County and Queen's County. 

Occupations that have not already been listed included, Army Pensioner, Baker, Baker and Relieving Officer, Blacksmith, Blacksmith's Helper, Boot and Shoe Maker, Boot Maker, Butcher, Car Driver, Car Owner, Carter, Chapel Clerk, Clerk of Petty Session, Coach Builder, Commercial Clerk, Constable in R.I.C, Dealer in H ware, District Inspector R.I.C Const, Draper, Dressmaker, Ex Blacksmith, Farm Labourer, Farmer and Shop Keeper, Farmer Helper, Farmers Son, Gardener, General Labourer, Gentleman Servant, Grocer, Grocer and Publican, Grocery, Hardware and Grocer and C and Hotel Keeper. Other occupations were House Keeper, Junior Assistant Mistress, Justice of Peace and Farmer, L.R.C.P.and S.I. General Practitioner, Merchant, Miller, Miller and Sales Woman, National School Teacher, Owner C.D.B, Parish Priest Canon, Pensioner R.I.C, Post Man, Post Mistress, Priests Man, Profession Merchant, Provision, Publican, R Catholic Curate, R.I.C Pensioner, Railway Porter, Railway Stationmaster, Rector of St Catherine Church, Relieving Officer, Retired Farmer, Retired Publican, Rural Post Boy, Seamstress, Sergeant R.I.C, Servant, Servant Boy, Shoe Maker, Shop Assistants, Shop Keeper, Shop Man, Slater, Sister of Mercy, Stone mason, Surveyor's Assistant, Tailor, Teacher ,Temper Hardware, Tin Smith, Undergraduate National University of Ireland, Unemployed Butcher, Victualler, Wool Weaver and Yacht and Boat Builder.

Bakers were Francis Gibbons in Castlebar Street, James Kettrick in Georges Street, Michael Greene in Main Street and Patrick Malone in Medlicott Street. Butchers were Patrick and Thomas Cusack and David Deverell in Main Street. Henry Hoban in Medlicott Street was a blacksmith who would shoe your horse and Michael Joyce in Medlicott Street and John, Michael and Patrick Kilroy in Carrowbaun were coachbuilders. A new pair of shoes or boots could be made by Thomas Grady of Georges Street, Francis Burke of Newbridge Street, James Connor or James Kelly of Medlicott Street, Patrick Kerrigan of Castlebar Street or Dominick McGovern of Main Street. 

Drapers in the town were Hugh Kelly of Georges Street and Bernard Keenan of Main Street. Dress makers were Catherine Mc Manamon of Barrackhill, Ciss Steward of Carrowbaun, Katie Lunn, Bridget Cawley, Annie Clarke and Bridget Mc Nulty of Georges Street, Jennis Sunney, Ellen Callaghan and Winifred Magee of Main Street, Maggie Maloney and Lizzie Hoban of Medlicott Street and Katie Flynn of Newbridge Street.

Grocers were Mary Fleming of Chapel Street and Mary Anne O’Boyle and John W Walsh of Main Street. Shopkeepers were Catherine Browne, Francis Chambers, Bridget Dovatt, Mary Lunn, John Mc Nea and Francis O'Dowd of Georges Street; Frank Chambers, Frances Chambers, Catherine Davitt, Margaret Gavin and Patrick Geraghty of Main Street; Maria Gibbons of Medlicott Street and John McGovern of Newbridge Street. Hugh Dever gave his profession as Merchant and Michael Walsh as Provision. Both lived in Main Street. Jane Deverell of Main Street was a Hotel keeper and Canon Michael McDonald of Sandymount was the Parish Priest a and Patrick E Brett of Castlebar Street was the curate. Edwin Tomas-O’Donel of Newport House gave his occupation as Justice of the Peace and Farmer. Michael McGreal of Georges Street and Micheal Gorman were gardeners who may have worked in Newport House. Martin Maguire who lived in Barrack Hill was a miller and Peter Higgins who also lived in Barrack Hill gave his occupation as millsman. There were three nurses living in the town, Mary McDonnell and Mary Lucy Maxwell in Castlebar Street and Delia O’Donnell in Main Street and John Francis Walsh living in Barrack Hill was the doctor.

The postmistress was Margaret Jane Barry who lived in Main Street and her assistants were Mary Frances and Richard Stack who lived at the same address. The postmen were Thomas P O'Dowd who lived in Georges Street and John Stack, Patrick and Mark Cusack who lived in Main Street. Publicans were Michael Callaghan, Anthony Conway and Daniel Grady of Georges Street, Patrick Caine, Peter Mc Nulty and Rebecca Moran of Main Street and Honoria Moran of Medlicott Street.
The RIC Barracks was at 27 Castlebar Street. There were seven constables whose initials were only given on the census. Six of them were RC and one Irish Church. None had been born in Mayo. They were J.
O'T., J. J. P., P. M., J O'S., S. W. M., M. H., and S. G. Also living in the town were Patrick Gray in Newbridge Street and Bryan Harte in Castlebar Street who were R.I.C Pensioners. The R.I.C. Sergeant, John Maguire lived in Medlicott Street and Thomas St George MacCarthy was District Inspector R.I.C Constabulary. The Railway Stationmaster was William John Marr who lived in Castlebar Street and Michael Smyth was a railway porter who lived in Chapel Street. 
Thomas McNab of Castlebar Street was a Slater; John Ellicott of Medlicott Street was a Stone mason; John Francis Magee of Main Street a Surveyor's Assistant. Tailors living in the town were Joseph Doyle, Michael Moran and James MacNulty of Castlebar Street; John MacManamon of Chapel Street, William Jordan of Medlicott Street and James Mulchrone of Barrackhill. Edward and Patrick Stokes of Newbridge Street were Tin Smiths, James Samon of Barrackhill a Wool Weaver and Thaddeus Berry of Castlebar Street a Yacht and Boat Builder.
There were six thatched houses in George’s Street, including a shop and a public house. There were three thatched house in Newbridge Street and one each in Chapel Street and Church Lane. 

Forty two houses in the town had stables and kept horses and three houses had a coach house. Nineteen houses kept cows and seventeen kept pigs. Fifteen houses kept poultry and twenty five had a house to store turf.
The full 1911 Census can be searched on the website of the National Archives www.nationalarchives.ie 

