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OW: So you went to school locally here?

PK:I went to school here next door down the road, over where the ball alley is. 

OW: Who was teaching there that time?

PK: Old Master Kelly, Martin Dominic they called him. 

OW: Was he a local man?

PK: No he was from Limerick. And his son Tommy was teaching afterwards. There was a Tom Walsh; Mickey Walsh’s father taught me then and there was a Bill Walsh, Nellie’s uncle-in-law, from Kiltimagh. He was married to Nellie’s aunt. 

OW: Nellie is Frank Chambers.

PK: Frank Chambers yes.

OW: And what was school like that time, was it a tough place or was it easy enough?

PK: Aw it was rough and tumble. It was all right. You got knocks and you gave knocks.

OW: What sort of subjects were you doing then? What were you learning?

PK: The usual mathematics and Irish and history and geography. English wasn’t taught. I never learned any English. When I went to the brothers in Westport I hadn’t a clue what parsing or analysis was. Never heard of it. 

OW: Did you speak Irish in Newport at that time?

PK: No No. Did we speak Irish?

OW: Yes

PK: No. 

OW: You weren’t taught English as such?

PK: We weren’t taught parsing and analysis, the making up of a language. 

OW: And you went to Westport to school?

PK: I spent two years cycling before the road was tarred. 

OW: Up and down?

PK: Up and down, hail rain and snow. 

OW: Fourteen miles a day?

PK: Yes.

OW: And what did you do up there? What school did you go to there?

PK: The Christian Brothers

OW: Where was that based at that time?

PK: It’s a goods store now I think. There beside Brehony’s Garage on Castlebar Street.

OW: And what was that school like? What years are you talking about now?

PK: 32 I think I went to Westport and I did two years in it. And I went to Tuam after.

OW: And what was in Tuam?

PK: The usual. It was a clerical college actually. 

OW: St. Jarlath’s?

PK: Yes. As the fellow says it was very strict. You couldn’t talk feck all for the whole day. 

OW: And how long did you spend there?

PK: Four years.

OW: Did you do your Leaving Cert there?

PK: I did.

OW: And what did you do after that then?

PK: Spent a year in Dublin in Uni and as the fellow says I didn’t make a go of it. And I came home and helped out here. 

OW: And were you in the University or was it a company?

PK: The University. 

OW: And what was it like in college at that time? There would be many from round here going to University at that time was there?

PK: Well there wasn’t anyone from here but there were a number of lads that were in Tuam were there. No there wasn’t any from Newport. 

OW: And the year you had in Dublin was it good craic?

PK: Yes it was fair. Fair craic. I played football with Sean McDermott’s for a while. College boys were mad I suppose. And there were a number of the Tuam lads playing for Sean McDermott’s at the time and Kerry footballers. 

OW: And how did you spend your spare time round here when you were a young fellow?

PK: Oh as gasurs we played Tib, Catch me if you can. We played handball alley  where we could we played up against a rough stone wall. There were some played up against the school wall, the gable of the school. Then outside it there was the railway bridge was rough cut stone. If you couldn’t get a place at the school then you played outside at that . Then we played at the station, the same cut stone that the railway bridge is. The ball could go anywhere when it hopped off the wall. 

OW: Was there only one alley in the town then?

PK: There was no alley as such. Those were only makeshifts.  

OW: There was always a lot of handball down here in Newport?

PK: Oh they developed it a lot when they built the alley. The alley was built in 49 or 50. 

OW: Did you do any fishing?

PK: What say you? 

OW: Did you do any poaching?

PK: No I didn’t. I helped the uncle. He had a drafting licence out in the estuary, outside the mouth of the river. A draft net. 

OW: And would you catch many fish then?

PK: There was a good share. There was fish in the river then. I don’t know if there is any in it now. Although they say they got a good few on the rod in the lake. How they got up without telling me I don’t know. 

OW: Had you other methods of catching the fish?

PK: Oh like all the gasurs and not even gasurs alone helped themselves whenever they could. 

OW: How could you catch them?

PK: There’s a shallow under the house here like a ford. And there is only a couple of inches of water on it when the tide is out. And when the tide is coming in the fish go up before the tide actually comes in. 

OW: And what would you catch them with?

PK: Tap them with a rod. Tap them with a stick. Just like if you were after rats. Same thing they would be scutting up the shallow and you’d hop a stick off their back I never took fish for sale as the fellow says but I took a fair share for meself. 

OW: And what did you work at then? When you started working what did you work at?

PK: At the ironworks here. 

OW: When did you start that? What age were you about or what year?

PK: 1941 I’d say. I think.

OW: And what were you making?

PK: Making gates and railing and a lot of building brackets. There was an embargo on importing brackets and stuff from England. Lemass put a tax or an embargo on them They weren’t allowed in.  So there was lot of people around at home making them.

OW: Did you make wheels for carts? 

PK: I didn’t make the wheels but we shod them.

OW: You shod the horses?

PK: No. We put on the bands.

OW: How did you do that?

PK: We done here just up the road from the workshop.

OW: You had to heat them up?

PK: Oh yes. You put down an open fire. You build up whatever amount of tyres you had. Of wheels you had to shoe. I often did twenty at a time. You’d have four foot six, horse cart tyres, and you might have four foot four and you’d have four foot ponies, and you had to have donkey’s inside one or other smaller circles and you could have twenty in the fire altogether and a whole cart of turf. It would take almost a whole cart of turf to cover them and heat the iron. 

OW: When did that go out of fashion?

PK: The day the war stopped. We were making gates and carts. There might be six or eight carts in a line outside. The day the war stopped the rubber and the diesel took over. Overnight. Goodbye cart Goodbye horse. 

OW: What was Newport like that time when you were a young fellow?  

PK: There was a fair share of fun. Different games. 

OW: Was it a busy town?

PK: Well it was probably busier than now. Carey had a big business then here and he was one of the principal merchants in the west of Ireland. I heard them saying tha he had carts carrying stuff up to Athlone but it was before my time by cart. 

OW: Stuff came in by boat for him?

PK: He got cement and coal in by ship in to Newport. And then Molloy brought it in after him and then McEllin. I don’t know if they fell out with the Harbour crowd in Westport. There were no harbour duties in Newport. I don’t know aht the cause of it was. But Newport is a slightly deeper channel but there is only a foot or two in it. Westport isn’t a very good channel. Neither of them is very good but Newport was a straighter and a cleaner channel and had a little more depth but not much.  

OW: How many ships would you see down there on a good day? Would you see more than one? 

PK: Well once or twice I saw two.

OW: Can you remember the names of any of them? 

PK: No I can’t

OW: Now Peadar Kilroy you were born in this house.

PK: Yes I was Double 12 Double 19. 12th of the 12th 1919

OW: And your father was?

PK: Michael Kilroy

OW: He was a famous man around here

PK: So they say. He was born in Derrylahan , just outside the town there. 

OW: And he got involved in the freedom fight long ago. 

PK: He went to serve his time in Claremorris when he was sixteen I would say. And he came home. He served his time at coach building. He is down by a number of people as a blacksmith but coach building was what he went to but it incorporated black smithy as well I dare say, because there was a lot of ironwork attached to coach building. 

OW: Did he do it here or down in Derrylahan?

PK: They bought this place. Where he got the money I don’t know. But he bought this place in 1905 and he set up here. This belonged to Kavanagh. I think it was the man that built the convent. It was a man called Kavanagh but the nuns tell me it was a Westport man. But that doesn’t say that if he lived here and that this was his property that he wasn’t a Westport man. I can’t read between the lines there. But this was the man that as far as I know built the convent. That was shortly after the Famine I think. 

OW: Then he got involved in the War of Independence or did he? What age was he when he got involved in politics?

PK: He was organising the IRA around here in 1913. He was born in 1884. he was 16 at the turn of the century. He was recruiting in 1913 as far as I know.

OW: And how did it develop from that? They developed the West Mayo Brigade is that it?

PK: That came a good bit later I’d say. I’m not too well up on that.

OW: Did he talk about it much?

PK: Oh we knew nothing about it.

OW: Even after it was all over?

PK: No.

OW: Most of them guys didn’t say much after did they?

PK: Well you see he’d have callers and visitors quite often and when he did we were sent off to bed. Bye-Bye blackbird. He was away most of the time when he got involved in politics. When he was a TD he was away a lot of the time. The when he lost, was it the 1937 election. They thought he couldn’t be bet and John Munnelly was the partner in North Mayo. The border was changed. The border was brought to the river in front of the door here. Achill and Ballycroy was taken from North Mayo and put in in South Mayo. But the North Mayo crowd thought Michael Kilroy couldn’t be bet. They didn’t realise if the candidate didn’t have the strokes on the paper it was no bloody good. No matter what your record was.

OW: What party was he representing?

PK: Fianna Fail. He was one of the founder members of Fianna Fail. 1926 I think it was. 

OW: Was he involved in the revolution. The 1916 stuff around the country. Was he involved here in Mayo?

PK: It was organised here but like every other place they were waiting for a word or a report. Six of them had themselves barricaded in the workshop here waiting for word from Dublin which never came.

OW: That was Easter 1916?

PK: Yes.

OW: And then when did they get active? Was he involved in a couple of ambushes round here?

PK: He was. They set a number of ambushes before the Kilmeena ambush. But they never done any good and as the fellow says they were only hit and miss fly by nights. They had tried a number up until Kilmeena. The targets mighn’t turn up. They fired on a lorry load or two of them a couple of times but that’s all as far as I know that happened.

OW: Kilmeena was the big one then. Do you remember that?

PK: O Lord No I don’t remember it happening.

OW: What year were you born in?

PK: 1919. I was seventeen months old. The Kilmeena ambush was the nineteenth of May 1921. 

OW: Who died in that? Do you know who died?

PK: Five died. There was a McEvilly. There was a Staunton from Kilmeena, I haven’t all the names but there are records. There was a Jordan wounded. There was a Tom O’Donnell from Rossnarubble. He was in the Castlebar unit but he was at home here at the time. The Castlebar unit was involved in the Kilmeena ambush. 

OW: So he was away a lot when he was a TD?

PK: He was.

OW: When was he first elected?

PK: 1923

OW: 23 to 37? Would he ever talk about the Dail when he came home?

PK: No. Things were never mentioned around the table. 

OW: After he lost his seat did he try again?

PK: No. He was appointed to the Hospital Commission and that lasted until 1948 until the change of Government and the new Government kicked him out and appointed their own men.
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